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« La culture est la langue commune de l�Europe », affirmait Fernand Braudel. Avant 
d�Œtre une entitØ gØographique et Øconomique, l�Europe est d�abord une �uvre de 
l�esprit, faite de monuments, de tableaux, de musiques, de films, de livres� Un 
espace de culture et de cultures, qui s�exprime dans la diversitØ des langues, des 
traditions, des territoires.  
 
Comment penser l�avenir de l�Europe sans inscrire au c�ur de son projet ce qui en 
constitue à la fois le fondement et le ciment ? A l �heure oø la France s�apprŒte à 
prØsider l�Union europØenne, c�est cette exceptionnelle richesse artistique et 
patrimoniale que nous souhaitons cØlØbrer, à travers le regard qu�y ont portØ les 
mØdias audiovisuels durant les cinquante derniŁres annØes.  
 
Si la tØlØvision, depuis la signature du TraitØ de Rome, a fidŁlement rendu compte 
des Øtapes de la construction europØenne, elle a aussi accompagnØ, voire stimulØ, la 
rencontre des cultures de chaque pays membre avec celles de ses voisins 
europØens. FenŒtre ouverte sur le continent, le petit Øcran a ØtØ le tØmoin privilØgiØ 
des grands ØvØnements culturels qui ont marquØ la jeune histoire de l�Union, mais 
s�est aussi imposØ comme le formidable passeur des tendances, des crØations, des 
courants de pensØe, des modes de vie, des �uvres de  l�art et de l�esprit qui y sont 
nØs�  
 
Parce qu�elle nous unit et nous rassemble au-delà d e nos origines et de nos 
diffØrences, c�est la culture qui peut le plus puissamment contribuer à nourrir chez les 
citoyens europØens le sentiment d�appartenance à une mŒme communautØ. A l�Łre 
de la rØvolution numØrique, nous sommes heureux de leur faire (re)dØcouvrir 
aujourd�hui sur Internet ces images des artistes qui ont fait partager à la France leur 
talent et leur crØativitØ, et qui ont rØsolument mis « l�Europe des cultures » en 
mouvement. Des images qui nous parlent et nous touchent, nous font envie et nous 
font rŒver, et plus que jamais, portent notre mØmoire et notre identitØ. 

Emmanuel Hoog,  
PrØsident-directeur gØnØral  
de l�Ina 

Olivier Poivre d’Arvor,  
Directeur de Culturesfrance 

Laurent Burin des Roziers, 
Commissaire gØnØral de la 
Saison culturelle europØenne 
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"Culture is the common language of Europe", in the words of Fernand Braudel. First 
and foremost, Europe should be seen not just as a geographic and economic entity, 
but as a work of the human spirit, built of monuments, paintings, music, films and 
books. A space characterised by culture in general and by cultures in particular, 
expressed in the diversity of its languages, traditions and territories.  
 
How could one contemplate the future of Europe without including at the heart of the 
project something which forms the foundation of Europe and binds it together? As 
France prepares to assume the presidency of the European Union, it is this 
outstanding richness in art and heritage which we wish to celebrate, by looking at the 
ways it has been perceived in the media of film and television over the last fifty years. 
 
While television, since the signing of the Treaty of Rome, has faithfully recorded the 
stages of the construction of Europe, it has also reflected, and indeed stimulated, 
encounters between the cultures of each member state with those of its European 
neighbours. A window which opens out on to the continent, the small screen has 
been an eye witness of the major cultural events which have marked the relatively 
short history of the Union, and has also become a remarkably effective means of 
communicating the trends, creations, currents of thought, lifestyles, works of art and 
the spirit which have been born there.  
 
Because it unites us and links us together in a dimension which transcends our 
origins and our differences, culture has made the most powerful contribution to 
generating amongst the citizens of Europe a sense of belonging to the same 
community. In the era of the digital revolution, we are delighted to enable the citizens 
of Europe to look back at, or discover for the first time, on the Internet pictures of the 
artists who have shared with France their talent and their creativity, and who have 
resolutely driven the "Europe of cultures" forward. Pictures which speak to us and 
move us, which give pleasure and stimulate the imagination, and which, more than 
ever before, carry with them our memory and our identity. 
 
�

Emmanuel Hoog, 
CEO of Ina

Olivier Poivre d’Arvor,  
Director of CulturesFrance 

Laurent Burin des Roziers, 
General commissioner of the 
European cultural season 
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A l’occasion de la prØsidence française de l�Union EuropØenne et dans le cadre de la 
Saison culturelle europØenne, l�Institut national de l�audiovisuel et 
CULTURESFRANCE rØalisent un site Internet audiovisuel sur l�Europe des cultures, 
en partenariat avec le MinistŁre de l�Education nationale. Cette grande fresque 
interactive est constituØe de plus de 350 vidØos d�artistes, de crØateurs, de lieux et 
d�ØvØnements culturels significatifs pour chacun des 27 pays de l�Union EuropØenne 
au cours des 50 derniŁres annØes. 
 
 
A travers ces archives issues majoritairement de la tØlØvision française sØlectionnØes 
pour l�occasion, ce site prØsente les rencontres entre la culture française et celles 
des autres pays membres, ainsi que l�Ømergence d�une «culture europØenne».  
 
 
Toutes les formes d�art et de culture sont reprØsentØes : l�architecture (Rhem 
Koolhas, Jean Nouvel, Renzo Piano�), les arts plast iques (Christo, Christian 
Boltanski, RenØ Magritte�), la bande dessinØe (Hugo  Pratt, Schuiten et Peeters�), 
le cinØma (Aki Kaurismaki, Rainer W. Fassbinder, Alfred Hitchcock�), la danse (Pina 
Bausch, Blanca Li, Angelin Preljocaj), la littØrature (Alberto Moravia, Tristan Tzara, 
Georges Simenon�), la musique classique et contempo raine (Herbert Von Karajan, 
Pierre Boulez, Montserrat CaballØ�), la variØtØ, le rock ou l�Ølectro (Arno, Nina 
Hagen, Laurent Garnier�), la photographie (Martin P arr, Peter Lindbergh, GisŁle 
Freund�), le thØâtre (Harold Pinter, Ariane Mnouchk ine, Dario Fo�), les 
ØvØnements culturels (Biennale de Venise, Love Parade, Eurovision, Festival de 
Cannes�), le patrimoine (la Chapelle Sixtine, le mu sØe Guggenheim�), mais aussi 
la mode (Agatha Ruiz de la Prada, John Galliano, Karl Lagerfeld�) ou encore le 
design (Flaminio Bertoni, Philippe Starck, Arne Jacobsen�). 
 
 
L�internaute disposera de plusieurs modes d�accŁs innovants aux vidØos : 
- fresque chronologique interactive ; 
- reprØsentation cartographique par pays ; 
- moteur de recherche simple et avancØe. 
 
 
Le site est entiŁrement bilingue français/anglais. Chaque vidØo est  replacØe dans 
son contexte historique et artistique, accompagnØe d�une notice documentaire et de 
sa transcription intØgrale. Des parcours transversaux permettent de naviguer 
thØmatiquement dans l�ensemble des vidØos. 
 
 
Ce site sera accessible à tous gratuitement à parti r du 1er juillet 2008.
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To mark the French presidency of the European Union, INA (Institut national de 
l�audiovisuel) and Cultures France are creating a "Europe of Cultures" audiovisual 
web site . This wide-ranging interactive fresco consists of more than 350 videos of 
artists, designers, and significant cultural venues and events, covering each of the 27 
countries of the European Union over the last 50 years. 
 
 
Through these archive items, most of which have been specially selected from 
French TV footage, the site presents encounters between French culture and the 
cultures of the other member states, and reflects the emergence of "European 
culture".  
 
 
All forms of art and culture are represented: architecture (Rem Koolhaas, Jean 
Nouvel, Renzo Piano�), plastic arts (Christo, Chris tian Boltanski, RenØ Magritte�), 
comic books (Hugo Pratt, Schuiten and Peeters�), ci nema (Aki Kaurismaki, Rainer 
W. Fassbinder, Alfred Hitchcock�), dance (Pina Baus ch, Blanca Li, Angelin 
Prejlocaj), literature (Alberto Moravia, Tristan Tzara, Georges Simenon�), classical 
and contemporary music (Herbert Von Karajan, Pierre Boulez, Montserrat 
CaballØ�), popular, rock and electronic music (Arno , Nina Hagen, Laurent 
Garnier�), photography (Martin Parr, Peter Lindberg h, GisŁle Freund�), theatre 
(Harold Pinter, Ariane Mnouchkine, Dario Fo�), cult ural events (Venice Biennale, 
Love Parade , Eurovision, Cannes Film Festival �), heritage (Sistine Chapel, 
Guggenheim Museum�), not forgetting fashion (Agatha  Ruiz de la Prada, John 
Galliano, Karl Lagerfeld�) and design (Flaminio Ber toni, Philippe Starck, Arne 
Jacobsen�). 
 
 
The Internet user will have several innovative ways of accessing the videos: 
- interactive timeline fresco; 
- mapping by country; 
- simple and advanced search engine. 
 
 
The site is entirely bilingual in French and English. Each video is set into its historic 
and artistic context, and accompanied by a documentary note and a full transcription. 
Transversal paths are provided for thematic navigation through all the videos. 
 
 
The site will be open to everyone free of charge from 1st July 2008.
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L�Europe des cultures propose une sØlection de plus de 350 vidØos sur les 27 pays 
de l�Union EuropØenne. 
 
 

• Les disciplines 
 

Treize grands thŁmes composent ce corpus d�archives :  
 

��l�architecture,  

��les arts plastiques (peinture, sculpture,  

installation�),  

��le cinØma,  

��la danse,  

��le design,  

��les ØvØnements culturels,  

��la littØrature,  
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Europe of Cultures offers a selection of more than 350 videos about the 27 
European Union countries. 
 
• Fields 
 
Thirteen major themes make up the archive corpus:  
 

��architecture,  

��plastic arts (painting, sculpture,  

installations�)  

��cinema,  

��dance,  

��design,  

��cultural events,  

��literature,  
 

��la bande dessinØe,  

��la mode,  

��la musique (classique, 
contemporaine, traditionnelle, 
chanson-variØtØ, rock, jazz, 
Ølectronique), 

��la photographie,  

��le patrimoine,  

��le thØâtre. 
 

 

��comic books,  

��fashion,  

��music (classical, contemporary, 
traditional, popular, rock, jazz, 
electronic), 

��photography,  

��heritage,  

��theatre. 
 

II. Content  
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• Quelques exemples de vidØos disponibles  
   
 
 
 

 

 

ThØâtre : EugŁne Ionesco 
Entretien avec EugŁne Ionesco qui raconte sa 
jeunesse entre la Roumanie et la France et comment il 
est devenu dramaturge. Il s’explique sur son thØâtre, 
sur la façon dont il est perçu, et sur la significa tion du 
mot " absurde ". 
 

Mode : Vivienne Westwood 
PrØsentation de la collection de Vivienne Westwood dans 
le cadre des dØfilØs de prŒt-à-porter à Paris. Marraine de 
la mode Punk, Vivienne Westwood dØtourne les codes 
du costume historique pour en faire une collection 
excentrique et provocatrice qui plaît notamment à N ina 
Hagen. 
 

LittØrature : Karen Blixen 
Karen Blixen parle de son recueil de nouvelles Le Dîner 
de Babette, puis Øvoque sa vie passØe en Afrique et 
ses activitØs littØraires. 
 

CinØma : Fellini et Mastroianni 
Fellini et Mastroianni tournent Ginger et Fred. Federico 
Fellini parle des rapports cinØma-tØlØvision : il estime 
que la tØlØvision a changØ le rapport entre le public et 
l’image et livre une analyse du "nouveau spectateur" 
impatient et dispersØ. 
 

Architecture : Rem Koolhaas  
PrØsentation du projet Euralille et interview de son 
architecte Rem Koolhas, dans son bureau d’Øtudes à 
Rotterdam. 
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Photographie : GisŁle Freund  
A l’occasion de l’exposition que le Centre Georges 
Pompidou consacre à son oeuvre, entretien avec la 
photographe GisŁle Freund, chez elle. Elle Øvoque sa 
carriŁre en montrant ses plus cØlŁbres photos 
d’Øcrivains. 
 

Musique-opØra : Maria Callas  
Sur la scŁne de l’OpØra de Paris, lors d’un concert 
retransmis en Eurovision, Maria Callas chante l’air de la 
Casta Diva de la Norma de Bellini. Elle est accompagnØe 
par l’orchestre de Paris dirigØ par Georges Sebastian. 

Danse : Abgelin Preljocaj  
À l’occasion de la reprØsentation de Near Life Experience 
au ThØâtre de la Ville, Angelin Preljocaj dØcrit sa maniŁre 
de travailler. Le groupe Air explique dans quel esprit il a 
mis en musique la chorØgraphie de Preljocaj. 

Arts plastiques � peinture : Salvador Dali  
Happening de Salvador Dali au Moulin de la Galette à 
Paris, oø il commence l�illustration d’une nouvelle Ødition 
de Don Quichotte. Devant un public de badauds, il trace 
les lignes maîtresses du futur chef-d��uvre à l’aid e de 
ses talismans habituels : corne de rhinocØros et croßtons 
de pain, avec une voiture de quatre saisons en guise de 
chevalet. 

BD : François Schuiten et Benoît Peeters   
A l’occasion du Festival de la bande dessinØe 
d’AngoulŒme, oø ils viennent de recevoir le Grand Prix, 
entretien avec François Schuiten et Benoît Peeters.  
Les deux complices ont entamØ le cycle des CitØs 
Obscures il y plus de vingt ans, fables politiques dans 
un univers fantasmØ, miroir de notre monde. 
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• Several examples of available videos  
 
 
 

 

 

Theatre: EugŁne Ionesco 
An interview with EugŁne Ionesco who talks about his 
youth spent between Romania and France, and 
describes how he became a playwright. He discusses 
his theatre, perceptions of his work, and the meaning of 
the word "absurd". 
 

Fashion: Vivienne Westwood 
A presentation of Vivienne Westwood’s collection during 
the Paris ready-to-wear fashion shows. The godmother of 
punk fashion, Vivienne Westwood hijacks the codes of 
historic costume to produce an eccentric and provocative 
collection, to the delight of personalities such as Nina 
Hagen. 
 

Literature: Karen Blixen 
Late in her life, Karen Blixen talks about her collection 
of short stories Babette’s Feast, her life in Africa and 
her literary activities. 

CinØma: Fellini and Mastroianni 
Fellini and Mastroianni during the shooting of Ginger 
and Fred. Federico Fellini talks about cinema and 
television: in his view, TV has changed the relationship 
between the audience and the image, and he analyses 
the impatient and distracted "new viewer". 
 

Architecture: Rem Koolhaas  
A presentation of the Euralille project, and an interview 
with its architect Rem Koolhas, at his office in 
Rotterdam. 
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Photography: GisŁle Freund  
To mark the exhibition of her work at the Georges 
Pompidou Centre, an interview with photographer 
GisŁle Freund at her home. She looks back at her 
career and focuses on her most celebrated 
photographs of writers. 
 

Music - Opera: Maria Callas  
On the stage of the Paris Opera, at a concert broadcast 
by Eurovision, Maria Callas sings the aria of the Casta 
Diva from Bellini’s Norma. She is accompanied by the 
Orchestra of Paris conducted by Georges Sebastian. 

Dance: Angelin Preljocaj  
For a performance of Near Life Experience at the ThØâtre 
de la Ville, Angelin Preljocaj describes how he works. The 
group Air explain the spirit in which they have set 
Preljocaj’s choreography to music. 

Plastic arts - Painting: Salvador Dali 
A happening by Salvador Dali at the Moulin de la Galette 
in Paris, where he is beginning the illustrations for a new 
edition of Don Quixote. Before the onlookers, he traces 
the main lines of the future masterpiece using his usual 
talismans: rhinoceros horn and croutons of bread, with a 
barrow boy’s handcart as an easel. 
 

Comics: François Schuiten and Benoît Peeters   
At the AngoulŒme Festival of Comics, just after they 
have received the Grand Prix, an interview with 
François Schuiten and Benoît Peeters. The duo began  
the Cities of the Fantastic cycle more than twenty years 
ago. Political fables in a fantastic universe, which 
mirrors our own world. 
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1. Navigation : 
 
L�accŁs aux documents peut se prØsenter sous forme de carte interactive, de fresque 
chronologique ou de listes. 
 
• La navigation cartographique  
 
Chaque pays est reprØsentØ par une pastille donnant accŁs d�un simple clic aux 
vidØos disponibles. 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
   

III. Interface   
 

 
1. Navigation : 
 

Documents can be accessed through an interactive map, a timeline fresco, or sortable 
lists. 
 
• Map navigation  
 
Each country is represented by a panel which when clicked provides access to the 
videos available. 
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· La fresque interactive  
 
La fresque se présente sous la forme d’un bandeau de vignettes cliquables 
organisées chronologiquement. Elle permet de retrouver les vidéos année par 
année.

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
· Interactive fresco  
 
The fresco consists of timeline strips of clickable mini-pictures. It enables users to find 
a video year by year. 


